City of White Georgia
City Council Meeting
January 5", 2026

Present at the council meeting were Mayor Curtis Powell, Councilmembers DJ Bennett,
Stephanie Nichelson, Karissa Noland, and Jean Swank, City Clerk Robin Cochran, and City

Attorney Debra Golymbieski.

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and began with the pledge of allegiance.
Councilmember Nichelson gave the invocation.

Mayor Powell moved to the swearing in of the newly elected officials; David “DJ)” Bennett and
Stephanie Nichelson.

Mayor Powell moved on to the approval of the agenda for the meeting and opened the floor
for council comments. None were heard and Powell asked for a motion. Counciimember
Nichelson made a motion to approve the agenda. Councilmember Swank seconded the

motion, and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Powell moved to the approval of the minutes from November 24, 2025, a special called
meeting and December 1%, 2026, regular council meeting and opened the floor for council
discussion. None were heard and Powell asked for a motion. Councilmember Nichelson made a
motion to approve the minutes from November 24t and December 1st meetings.
Councilmember Bennett seconded the motion, and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Powell moved to announcements and reports; City Clerk, Robin Cochran, addressed the
council to give her City Hall report;

e Cochran reminded Powell that he skipped the election of mayor Pro-Tem. Powell asked
for nominees. Councilmember Swank nominated Councilmember Nichelson.
Councilmember Noland seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

e Cochran reminded everyone about the festival in April 2026 and asked for more vendors
to apply and had sponsorship forms readily available for those who were interested.

e Cochran gave an update on water accounts that were over 30 days behind and the plan
to lower that number.

e Cochran stated that the new policy for water shut off is now one month and to please
send anyone who needs assistance to city hall to see how we could help.

e Mayor Powell stated that while the city is more than willing to work with delinquent
customers and accounts taken care of after 3pm will have their water service restored
the following day.

e Councilmember Bennett asked what the policy would be if water shut off occurredon a
Friday. Mayor Powell assured him the city does not cut water off on Friday.



Police Chief, Brad Loyd addressed the council to report on the Police Department
Loyd stated there were;

e 107 Traffic Stops
1 Accident
1 Agency Assist
130 Calls For Service
270 Citizen Contacts
175 Business Escorts
1 Arrest
209 Business Checks
39 Citations

54 warnings
Loyd gave the council quotes for the new Silverado Trucks and stated the cheapest

quote received was $95,600.00

Public Work’s Superintendent, Shawn Chastain addressed the council to report on the Water
Department;

e Chastain stated there were 5 leaks repaired in house the previous month.

o Chastain wanted to clear a misunderstanding regarding the lead/copper notices that
went out — every local government is having to do this, and the city has 3 years to get in
compliance. The city had to identify every type of waterline going to the meter and from
the house. Chastain wanted to reiterate that this project had absolutely nothing to do

with PFAS.
Mayor Powell moved to the public hearing section to discuss the first reading of the Alcohol

Ordinance amendment:

e The two alcohol related referendums on the ballot in 2025 package sales and alcohol
sales for on premise consumption, both of which passed therefore there is now a need
for the ordinance to be amended.

Mayor Powell opened the floor for council and public comments.
e None were heard and Powell moved to close the public hearing portion of the agenda.

in the unfinished business section of the agenda Mayor Powell stated to surplus 75 Richards

Rd. the city needed a resolution:
e Mayor Powell read the resolution aloud and opened the floor for discussion.
e None were heard and Powell asked for a motion.
e Councilmember Swank made a motion to approve the resolution as written.
Councilmember Noland seconded the motion, and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Powell moved to new business:



Resolution # 2026-01, the 3% raise for employees effective January 1, 2026, and opened
the floor for comments. None were heard and Powell asked for a motion.
Councilmember Nichelson made a motion to approve. Councilmember Noland seconded
the motion, and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Resolution # 2026-02, to adopt 2026 City Holidays and open the floor for discussion.
There were none and Councilmember Bennett made a motion to approve the 2026 City
Holidays. Councilmember Nichelson seconded the motion and the motion carried with a
5-0 vote.

Resolution # 2026-03; appointment of the Election Superintendent and Powell named
Robin Cochran as his recommendation and opened the floor for comments. There were
none and Powell asked for a motion. Councilmember Nichelson made a motion to make
Robin Cochran the city’s Election Superintendent for the year 2026. Councilmember
Noland seconded the motion, and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Resolution # 2026-04, electing the Pension Secretary and Powell recommended Cochran
as the Pension Secretary and opened the floor for discussion. There were none and
Councilmember Swank made a motion to approve resolution # 2026-04, naming
Cochran as the Pension Secretary. Councilmember Noland seconded the motion, and the
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Resolution # 2026-05 — Annual Review of Police Department Policies, Powell stated he
wanted to make a resolution requiring annual review of police department policies and
condition budget approvals upon compliance reading aloud the resolution.
Councilmember Nicholson made a motion to adopt the resolution as stated.
Councilmember Noland seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.
RFP 25-01 Sanitation Services Award: Powell stated that there were two bidders;
MAULDIN and L&L SANITATION. Powell stated that Mauldin was very responsive with
very competitive pricing and that would be his recommendation. He opened the floor
for discussion. None were heard and Powell asked for a motion. Councilmember
Bennett made a motion to approve Mauldin’s bid and award them the sanitation
contract. Councilmember Swank seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0
vote.

RFP 25-02 Accounting Services: The city issued a proposal and had 5-6 accounting firms
respond; Powell named CKH Group as his recommendation and boasted on their
qualifications and customer support at the rate of $18,500.00 annually; Mayor Powell
asked for a motion. Councilmember Nichelson made a motion to accept CKH Group to
be the city’s new accounting firm with the $18,500 package. Councilmember Noland
seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Powell moved to the surplus of the Dodge Durango in the Police Department and

stated the vehicle has had a lot of issues in the past, the city has already sunk a lot of money
into it, and it now needs a new motor. Powell’'s recommendation was to surplus the vehicle
and the money from the sale to outfit the other cruisers. Powell opened the floor for council
comments. None were heard and Powell asked for a motion. Councilmember Nichelson made



a motion to surplus the Dodge Durango. Councilmember Bennett seconded the motion and
the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Mayor Powell moved to mayor and council comments. None were heard and Powell asked for
a motion to adjourn. Councilmember Bennett made a motion to adjourn the meeting and
Councilmember Swank seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote. The

meeting adjourned at 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

i ok

Robin Cochran
City Clerk

Attest

Curtis Powell, Mayor



